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• Background
• WV had the highest rate of overdose 
deaths in the country in 2016, that 
being 881, or 52 deaths per 100,000 
people 
• The opioid epidemic costs the state an 
estimated $8.8 billion per year 
• The high abuse rate of opioids is 
attributed in part to the large number 
of jobs in heavy manual labor such as 
mining, timbering, and manufacturing







Cost-Benefit Analysis of Policy Alternatives
Current Trends 
Prescription 
Regulation
Injection 
Facilities 
Behavioral 
Health Clinics
$ saved in productivity 
due to decreased 
overdose fatalities
A1. $0 A2. $84 million A3. $113 million A4. $ 161 million
$ saved in productivity 
due to decreased 
opioid addiction
B1. $0 B2. $79 million B3. $ 93 million B4. $142 million
$ saved in healthcare, 
substance abuse 
treatment, and 
criminal justice costs
C1. $0 C2. $80 million C3. $ 80 million C4. $144 million
Cost of 
Implementation
D1. $0 D2. $1 million D3. $ 9 million D4. $10 million
Net Benefit E1. -$956 million E2. $242 million E3. $277 million E4. $437 million
Table 1. Projected net 
benefits of each policy 
alternative based on the four 
outcomes listed. The net 
benefit was calculated by 
subtracting the cost of 
implementation from the 
total amount saved 
(benefits). Note that the net 
benefit for letting current 
trends continue is equivalent 
to the cost of not 
implementing all three 
proposed policies.

Efficacy Efficiency Equity
Political
Acceptability
Current Trends Very Low Very Low Very Low Very Low
Prescription 
Regulation
Moderate High Very High Very High
Injection Facilities High High High Moderate
Behavioral Health 
Clinics
Very High Very High Moderate Very High
Table 2. Evaluation of criteria for each policy alternative. These rankings were based on information 
found in the next section of the paper and in the appendix, and were used to determine the final 
policy recommendation. Explanations for each ranking can be seen below. 
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